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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of House Concurrent Resolution 76, honoring the 
50th anniversary of the International Geophysical Year. In 1882-1883 the first 
International Polar year counted 12 participating countries with 13 expeditions to the 
Arctic and 2 expeditions to the Antarctic to study the geophysical attributes of the polar 
regions. In order to expand research opportunities beyond the polar regions, in 1957-
1958, organizers changed the name of the third International Polar Year to the 
International Geophysical Year. Beginning in March of 2007 and running through March 
of 2009 the fourth International Polar Year celebrates the 50th Anniversary of the 
International Geophysical Year.  
 
In the United States, not only NASA, which is highlighted in this resolution, but the 
National Science Foundation (NSF), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), and the Department of Energy are all actively participating in 
the fourth International Polar Year and the 50th anniversary of the International 
Geophysical Year.   
 
The International Geophysical Year brought about the launching of the first artificial 
satellites and successful scientific collaborations that continue today.  The current 
International Polar Year and 50th anniversary celebration of the International 
Geophysical Year seek to encourage and challenge the young men and women in 
scientific and engineering careers to bring about fundamental advancements in many 
areas of science and technology. 
 
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to support House Concurrent Resolution 76. With that 
I reserve the balance of my time. 


